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assistant principals

ATHLETICS
Pete Umbrianna, Athletic Director

Follow @ScitAthletics on Twitter for updates!

Tammy Rundle, Counseling Department Chair

departmental updates
ENGLISH Language Arts
The English Department is thrilled to welcome 
Courtney Hayden back to SHS as a long-term substi-
tute. Courtney most recently worked at Westwood 
High School, and she spent a year-and-a-half work-
ing as a long-term substitute at SHS prior to that. 
We are very fortunate and very grateful to have her 
back with us!

Health & Wellness
New to the department - Ms. Shanna Behrje joins 
us as a long-term substitute teacher this year for 
Shana Lentini in the SHS health education depart-
ment.  Ms. Behrje is originally from the South Shore 
and recently relocated from New Jersey where she 
taught high school health and physical education 
for eleven years.  While at Sparta High School in 
NJ, Ms. Behrje also cared for the student-athletes 
as the school’s athletic trainer.  Ms. Behrje spends 
her downtime with her dog (Layla), at the beach 
or renovating her fixer-upper with her husband in 
Marshfield.

Preparation for physical education class - The SHS 
physical education department is excited to get stu-
dents active and engaged.  When you have physi-
cal education class on a given day, please come 
to school dress in comfortable clothes and with 
sneakers on.  Access to locker rooms will be limited.  
Also, keep the weather when getting ready for the 
school day as teachers will be making every effort 
to be outside and take advantage of our amazing 
new athletic field spaces.

Modeling a growth mindset - Recently a wellness 
teacher shared her motto for the year which seemed 
most appropriate for this year ... “Slow down and 
appreciate what we have now verse what we didn’t 
have in the spring or have now.  Let’s create a school 
year no one has ever seen before ... literally”.  This 
positive mindset is one that can help us keep fo-
cused on the opportunities we have ahead of us 
this school year.  Let’s do this!

MATH
We are really excited for students to return to 
school this year in both the hybrid and remote 
models. With a new way of teaching and learning 
we have been working hard over the summer and 
the last few weeks to ensure we can best support 
all student learning no matter what!

This week we welcome Ms. Jennifer Daniels to SHS. 
She will be working with the math department 
teaching two sections of Calculus and supporting 
other building coverage as needed. We are fortu-
nate to have a skilled, eager and flexible member 
joining all of us at SHS.  Ms. Daniels is a 2016 SHS 
graduate.

In the past we have asked all high school students to 
have a Texas Instruments (TI - 83 or newer) graphing 
calculator for the duration of their math career. We 
are asking families to continue to partner with the 
educational initiative. These calculators are avail-
able at all of the “big box stores” as well as smaller 
stores and online. Used calculators are also a great 
option. If you need assistance please reach out 
your students teacher or Mrs. Grindle, (egrindle@
scit.org) Math Department Chair for grades 6-12. 

SCIENCE
The Science Department welcomes Mr. Samuel 
Mwangi as a long-term substitute teacher, who will 
be covering for Ms. Ward in chemistry and phys-
ics.  In addition to his work in the sciences, with a 
master’s degree in biology, Mr. Mwangi also holds 
a master’s degree in special education.  

WORLD LANGUAGE
The World Language department is excited to in-
troduce Ms. Julia Hoyt as a new Spanish teacher at 
Scituate High School. She is from Weymouth and 
just spent three years living and teaching in Spain. 
She is dedicated to creating an innovative, accept-
ing and dynamic classroom as means of creating 
and fostering a lifelong passion for language, cul-
ture, and learning.She is thrilled to be working in 
such a welcoming community and is excited and 
motivated for this year!

We are also excited to welcome Ms. Nicole Clifford 
to our team as a Spanish teacher. Nicole is a native 
on Marshfield. She worked as a long term substitute 
teacher last year at Gates Middle School and then 
went on to teach Spanish at Marshfield High School. 
Nicole is a graduate of Holy Cross and brings great 
enthusiasm and excitement to our department. We 
are lucky to have two great new members in our 
World Language Department! 

weekly 
pear tip:
Welcome to the PEAR tip 
of the week!  Each week we’ll be sending out an 
idea or strategy for you to try.  These strategies 
are designed to help you support your family’s so-
cial-emotional wellbeing during school reopening.  
PEAR, Partnerships in Education and Resiliency, is a 
joint initiative between MacLean Hosiptal and Har-
vard Medical School.  SPS and the PEAR Initiative 
have collaborated for the past three years to sup-
port our work in developing healthy, resilient, and 
well-balanced students.  This week’s tip: We know 
that students are coming from a summer of uncer-
tainty, a summer where they may have had been 
particularly worried or lonely, and one where they 
might not have been able to get their social emo-
tional needs fully met.  As we welcome students 
back it is important to start with a focus on meeting 
those needs.  
Belonging: We will provide many opportunities for 
students to get to know each other and us, daily 
check-ins and circles, discussion forums, group 
work, games and challenges (leveraging the in per-
son time for belonging activities when possible).  
Assertiveness: We will have students co-create 
classroom norms/agreements.   Make content rel-
evant to students, ask them to share what they’re 
thinking about, what real-world problems they 
would like to address. Give opportunities for choice 
in assignments, what they are studying and how 
they will show their learning.  
Active Engagement:  We will take time for students 
to be present in their bodies and physical environ-
ments during lessons.  Encourage the use of ma-
nipulatives students can fidget with, engage in 
mindfulness activities, try asynchronous activities 
that are hands-on using materials from students’ 
homes (STEM challenges, art, cooking etc.)  
Reflection:  Teachers will give students frequent 
feedback and descriptive praise that allows them 
to reflect on their work. Provide opportunities for 
metacognition.  End lessons with space for stu-
dents to reflect on what they’re taking away from 
the time together. 

Welcome back to school!  It’s the new school year 
and we could not be happier to have students back 
in the building with us, and all of our students learn-
ing here or at home.   The key to this year is flexibil-
ity, and we appreciate your flexiblity and patience 
as we kick off this school year.  There are many mov-
ing parts with the reopening plan due to COVID-19, 
but what we are most excited about is meeting 
freshmen and bringing new Sailors into our school 
community, welcoming our returning students, and 
helping our transfer students become comfortable 
with SHS as their new school.  Relationships and 
support are key to helping all of our students feel 
safe and comfortable in school, and we will do our 
best to do that for every student. A few updates: 

DROPOFF and PICKUP
SHS opens to students at 7:45 a.m.; school begins 
promptly at 8:15 at which time all students should 
be in their first block class and are late if they ar-
rive after 8:15, both in person and those students 
checking in remotely online.  

The drive into school from First Parish Road in one 
way in the morning to allow for student drivers and 
teachers to enter into the back parking lots (it is 
one way out of the lots for the rest of the day).  All 
parkers should enter this way.  All student drop offs 
should enter the high school from the 3A entrance 
and pull through the drop off loop in front of the 
main office.  This will help ensure that these two 
groups of cars don’t overlap and keep our walkers 
safe. 

For dismissal, it would best serve all on campus for 
pickup drivers not to queue or stage anywhere on 
campus before students are released from school, 
including on the streets directly behind school or 
at town hall.  Buses and student drivers can more 
easily exit campus without student pickup drivers 
crowding town.  Our greatest difficulty with our 
staggered dismissal is navigating with so many par-
ents trying to get onto campus while others are get-
ting off campus before we have dismissed for par-
ent pickup.  It would greatly help all of us for pickup 
drivers to stay off campus until student dismissal 
starts at 2:46. We appreciate your help with this.

LUNCH
Students have been assigned to lunch space in the 
cafeteria and the small gym.  After eating, students 
are allowed go out outside for an additional mask 
break as well.  At this time, we are not allowing stu-
dents to leave campus or to eat in their personal 
cars during lunch.  For the safety of all, we need to 
adhere to the lunch protocols.   

On Tuesday and Thursday at dismissal we will be 
giving out breakfast for 7 days at the bus loop and 
cafeteria exits.  On Wednesdays, food services will 
prepare and give out lunch at the Gates Loop.  That 
will include 5 day of lunch for fully remote and 3 
days for the other group of students not in school.

ComMunity Service Requirements
We will be reviewing the community service hours 
requirement given COVID-19 last spring into this 
school year.  Please stay tuned for updated service 
requirements.  

DATES to Remember
September 21 and 24: LifeTouch student photos.  
Email sent by LifeTouch with information.  Students 
in Cohort C will be contacted to set up a picture ap-
pointment. 

September 25: Professional Development/No 
School

September 26 and October 3: SATs at SHS

Your partner in education,

Lisa E. Maguire, Ed.D., 
Principal

This past week marked the official opening of Sci-
tuate HS!  Having our first Cohort of students in 
person as well as our remote students logging in 
with Connect 10 sparked our enthusiasm and ex-
citement. We were thrilled to see our students con-
necting with teachers and peers throughout the last 
three days, it made all the summer work rewarding 
to know we have made it to school opening. 

With all the new norms in school and remote, we 
want to remind all students of the expectations for 
success this school year, the most important being 
to build relationships with your teachers and staff at 
SHS. These relationships are the cornerstone of all 
we do as educators, and enable us to be a commu-
nity of learners and part of the SHS family. Whether 
it is through google meet online, or in person, we 
value the work our students are doing to get con-
nected with their teachers in the beginning of the 
school year. 

Part of our expectations are that our students con-
tinue to follow their schedules while at home and 
log into google classroom to link in to their classes. 
By now all students have received emails from their 
teachers to Connect 10, and their teachers will be 
taking attendance throughout the weeks to come. 
As always, if there is an issue and students have 
difficulty logging in, we expect them to email their 
teachers to ensure they are caught up and not miss-
ing out on valuable class time. Online learning may 
feel different, but the basic concept remains the 
same, being present online is just as important as 
being present in school. While learning from home, 
we hope that every student is able to find a space 
that is conducive to learning and free from distrac-
tions. Students online are expected to follow the 
same behavioral guidelines as if they were sitting in 
the classroom, therefore, being dressed for success 
and following proper online etiquette is an impor-
tant expectation for all SHS students. 

We look forward to a successful new school year 
and please feel free to reach out to us with any 
questions or concerns you may have, we are here 
for you all! 

A Message about Student Schedules:
We want to make you aware that due to our hybrid 
learning schedule, staff changes, and strict cohort 
class sizes, the master schedule in ASPEN had to 
be revised.  As a result, some students’ schedules 
have been revised and not all course requests may 
be fulfilled.  Counselors are continuing to revise 
students’ schedules and ask for your patience and 
flexibility as we work within these challenging con-
straints.  At this time, we can only accommodate 
changes due to errors (missing courses, blank pe-
riods, repeated courses, level placement) and not 
change of mind.  We will continue to document all 
schedule change requests and review them to see 
if the change is possible within our constraints.  We 
appreciate your understanding during this unprec-
edented time.

College Application Presentation:
On Monday, September 14, 2020 from 6:00-7:00 
pm, the SHS School Counseling staff will host a vir-
tual presentation on the college application pro-
cess for both parents/caregivers of college-bound 
seniors and our senior students.  This event will 
not be recorded, but the presentation, including 
questions & answers, will be shared following the 
presentation to all seniors and their families.  We 
will review the college planning process and the 
steps students need to take to complete their ap-
plications, including sending official transcripts and 
other school forms to colleges, etc.  This presen-
tation will be followed up by more detailed infor-
mation sessions for students with their counselors 
which will be scheduled through the Wednesday 
“H Block” periods in the coming weeks. 
We understand the unique challenges that COVID-
19 has brought to the college admissions process 
for current seniors and their families.  Together, the 
SHS School Counseling Department will work with 
you to ensure your student has a successful post-
secondary application experience. 

Staff Professional Development on Social/Emo-
tional Learning & Development:

Jen Lopes, School Adjustment Counselor and Steve 
Howley, School Psychologist, faciliated a workshop 
on Social-Emotional Learning to SHS staff on Tues-
day, September 8, 2020. 

Click here for the fall tryout schedule: https://drive.
google.com/file/d/1nxB75fqyxnn3thTHkLi3y2fG2qTjjA9g/
view?usp=sharing

Mr. Perrotto’s 
Fundamentals of 
Tech Drawing Class

Mr. Matisoff’s 
World History Class  

Lunch in the Small Gym

Mr. Maguire’s Outdoor Class

Ms. Hartweg’s class learned to cut appendicular 
limbs off from the axial body and learned about 
medial cuts on their Gingerbread cutouts

Google Meets


